The Vijavanagara Empire disintegrated following the 
defeat inflicted on its ruler by the combined forces of the 
Deccani Sultanates in the battle of Talikota (1565). Aliya 
Ваглагауа, the powerful regent, lost his life in the battle. Hampi, 
the capital, was reduced to ruins. People were highly demoralis- 
ed. 


An attempt was made to revive the Kingdom and 


recat ture its lost glory by the Aravidu dynasty which ruled from 
Chendraair, near Tirupati. Venkatepati was the ablest of the 
rulers belonging to this dynasty. After him there was a struggle 
for the throne. In the events that followed, Echchama Nayak 


same off with flying colours. 


Literary works like Ramarajivamu, Bahulashva Charitamu, 
Raghunathabhyudaya and Sahitya Ratnakara bestow lavish praise 
оп Echchama for his bravery end fearlessness and his loyalty to 
his master. Echchama is also known by the names, Pedda 
Yachama and Yachama Shuradu. His capital was Madhuranta- 
kam, near Chinglepur in Tamil Nadu. In Karnataka Echchama's 
name has become а byword for loyalty 
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| вер, AMONG. THE. ሐ 
KE: WERE MB BON CHRD РЕ w А) а] 


PENLY, THE KING BECKONED то |2 e] WHY 16 HE 
RONEN то come COSER, i 


THE ОМЕУ NOBLE WHO HELD BACK WAS 
/A, THE BROTHER-IN-LAW OF ANP PLL SEE 

TO IT THAT чой 
‘occupy IT. 


THE THRONE 
BELONGS то уда, 
CHIKKA f 


LATER, WHEN THE CHIEFTAINS WERE ALONE — 


TAT 
EVERYONE 15 N 
SURPRISED BY 

THe кмаѕ KG 


CHOICE! 


У WHY DID НЕ 
DENY HIS OWN 
SON THE THRONE? 


Т FOR YEARS, [VE 
HEARD. IT SAID THA 
ADOPTED ао... 


INFANT. 


= 


WITHOUT. 
THE KING'S 
KNOWLEDGE? 


IT 15 FOR. 
THE KING ТО 


SUCCESSOR AND) 
FOR US TO. 
ACCEPT HIS 
CHOICE. I AM 
NOT INTERESTED. 
IN RUMOURS Y 


SOON] THE сїр KING DIED AND SRIRANGA 


JAGGARAVA HAS 
NOT PLEDGED Mie |. 
LOYALTY TO you. 


AND NOW HE'S INCITING 
THE OTHER CHIEFTAINS 
то REVOLT.TWO OF (72 
THEM HAVE ALREADY] 
JOINED HIM. 


DAYS LATER, HE RECEIVED А 


REVOLT BEFORE 


IT GROWS, 
MAHARAJI 


ISRIRANGA CONFISCATED JAGGARAYA'S 
ZANDE AND THOSE OF THE OTHER. 


TWO CHIEFTAINS. 


UÅGGARAVA. po 5 
НЕ CRAVES YOUR PARDON ig 
AND BEGS YOU TO ALLOW HIM 


AND HIS FRIENDS TO COME 
PAY THEIR RESPECTS 
то чоц. ረ 


WE HAVE 
FRIGHTENED 
HIM, IT 
APPEARS! 


SOME DAYS LATER JAGGARAYA 
CAME MTH AFEW OF HIS МЕМ. 


MORE OF MY MEN 
ARE WAITING OUT- 
SIDE. THEY TOO 
wouip LIKE To Å 
PLEDGE THEIR 
ALLEGIANCE 


MAHARAJ, | DO 
NOT LIKE THIS .. 
HE HAS BROUGHT 
700 MANY MEN... 


PLEASE TAKE MY 
ADVICE AND GET INTO 
THE PALACE! 


|SeIRANGA TRIED то во BACK INTO 
ЈЕ PALĄCE. 


ALONG WITH HIS WIFE AND HIS THREE 
SONS HE WAS TAKEN AWAY AND 
IMPRISONED IN ANOTHER PALACE. 


AGGARAYA CROWNED Ме NEPHEW NING BUT 
REMAINED THE. FO THE THRONE. 


IT 18 TRUE 
THAT HE TOOK 
AN OATH OF 

ALLEGIANCE TO 


ONLY HOPE. 
не DOES NOT 
ATTACK us. 


MEANWHILE AT MADHURANTAKAM, EGHEHAMA 
AND HIS TRUSTED LIEUTENANT, OBALA 
NAYAK WERE PLANNING THE MEXT MOVE. 2118082821. 


1 WISH I HAD BEEN IN WAGER HE DID NOT) 
CHANDRAGIRI WHEN KNOW WHAT WAS 
THAT TREACHEROUS, ч HAPPENING TILL 
JAGGA ABDUCTED Й Bh, THE LAST 
THE KING. 


MY YOUNG 


TAGGR WILL WATEMSY 
PRI Genny Fon VP our men НЕ Ишет HAVE 
fis TREACHERY, лке READY Mu CE RA 


FOR BATTLE, BE IN DANGER. 
IF WE DECLARE. 


FIRST WE MUST 
RESCUE THE KING AND 


THE SPIES | HAD 
SENT. TO CHANDRAGIRI) 
PERHAPS, THEY САМ. 
ANSWER YOUR 
‘QUESTION. 


‘ONLY TWO PEOPLE 
GO IN AND OUT WITHOUT 
BEING QUESTIONED. 


I WOULD LIKE 
WHO BRINGS. TO SPEAK TO 
FLOWERS FOR | THE гнов!. 
WORSHIP 
AND THE 

рновіў 


SOME DAYS LATER AT THE PALACE 


WHERE SRIRANGA WAS HELD PRISONER- 


I HAVE COME TO 
COLLECT THE 


TAKE COURAGE 
YOUR MAJESTY, 
ECHCHAMA NAYAK (9 
TRYING TO RESCUE 
YOU AND YOUR 
FAMILY. 


«NOUR TASK 


ECHCHAMA'S 
LOYALTY 15 
LAUDABLE - 


1ው A HOPELESS 
ONE. HOW WILL 
чой HOOPWINK 
ALL THOSE KEEN 
GUARDS OUT- 
SIDES 


SOME TIME AFTER THE DHOBI HAD 
LEFT THE FORT 


ONE OF 
THE PRINCES 
15 MISSING I 


ВИТ THE DHOBI HAD ALREADY REACHED 

HIS DESTINATION. ECHCHAMA WAS 

WAITING FOR HIM SOME DISTANCE AWAY 
FØRT. 


PUT HIM 
DOWN 
ашскіч | 


& 


THAT'S А JOB 
WELL DONE. | AM 
GRATEFUL то you. 

NOW KEEP QUT 

OF JAGGAS WAY, 


mae 


CHCHAMA TOOK THE PRINCE 
(72 MADHURANTAKAM. 


WHEN UAGSARAYA WAS INFORMED OF 
THE PRINCES ESCAPE, HE WAS FURIOUS. 
к= 


ТА 
НЕ WAS TOO 
— CHE => 
AFTER HIME, 


HE WON'T 
DO ANYTHING 

то PROVOKE us 
AS LONG AS WE 
HAVE SRIRANGAL 


HE MIGHT 
TRY ТО RESCUE 
| SRIRANGA. 


ИСЕ 


Гопававлуа DOUBLED THE NINGER OF MEN | 
| denne rie PLAGE PRISON, | 
Е 


THE INFORMATION WAS GOON CARRIED 
то ECHCHAMA BY HIS 


NOT EVEN 
А CAT CAN 

GET PAST THOSE 
SOLDIERS NOW. 


PERHAPS 
AT 


Aci 
COULDN'T... 


AWAY FROM THE PALACE... 


WAY UNDER THE 


BUT STEADILY BEGAN | 


мелі 26 | 
А TUNNEL TO _ | 
EN За || 


Å SCORE OF MEN BEGAN TO PIG SOME DISTANCE 


ЕСНСНАЊА NAYAK 
HAS SENT US TO TAKE 
YOU AND YOUR 

FAMILY AWAY FROM 

HERE. 


WE HAVE DUG A 
TUNNEL то TAKE 
EN vou ойт. 


А TUNNELS 
15 я HAZARDOUS 
HEME 


OUTSIDE, THE SOLDIERS WERE 
PATROLLING THE GROUNDS. 


WHAT. 
HAPPENED £ ЖЩ 
= — 


THE PRISONERS ARE 
TRYING TO ESCAPE... 
WE'VE CAUGHT THEM 

REDHANDED. 


A NE 


THE ROYAL PRISONERS AND THEIR ERSTWHILE Б 


1 TOLD you 


WE WOULDN'T 
IN SUCCEED. 


ONLY ONE MAN WHO WAS FAR AHEAD 
OF THE OTHERS MANAGED ТО ESCAPE. 


Var ç LET'S 
e | GET ойт 


OF HERE! 


NAYAK, JAGGARAYA TRANSFERRED THE 
PRISONERS TO ANOTHER PRISON М THE FORT. 


THESE WALLS 
ARE IMPREGNABLE, 


NO ONE CAN DIG [ват T7 DID WOT TAKE THE FAITHFUL | 
Å TUNNEL THROUGH |ECHCHAMA LONG TO DISCOVER WHERE 
THIS ROCKY GROUND. | (HIS MASTER WAS IMPRISONED. 


WELL CAPTURE 
THAT PLACE. 


NOT IF WE А Гасненамаб мем BEGAN TO INFILTRATE THE | 
с OT у | FORT IN THE GUISE OF PEASANTS AND 
THOUSANDŚ LISTEN ~ 

OF MEN FOR 

THE TASK. 


Re 


[гака NAYAK 700 ENTERED THE FORTRESS. 


ID WENT INTO HIDING LIKE THE REST 
HIS MEN. THEN ONE EVENING — 


[THE NEXT MORNING UAGGARAYA LEFT WITH ALMOST HALF OF THE MEN IN THE | 


ORT. 
FORT 


170 


м % 


MEN ATTACKED. 


WHEN HE WAS QUT OF SIGHT, OBALA AND HIS 


THE SOLDIERS WERE TAKEN BY 
SURPRISE AND SOON THREE OF THE 


FOUR GATES OF THE FORT WERE IN 
OBALA'5 POSSESSION. 


TELL HIM TO 
COME QUICKLY 
WITH THE REST 


AS THE MESSENGER RODE AWAY. INOTHER MESSENGER WAS ON MIS 
У 72 JAGGARAYA 


ONE OF OUR MEN 
FROM THE FORT 
15 TRYING TO 
CATCH UP WITH 


THEY HAVE CAPTURED | (A CURSE ON 
ALL THE GATES THAT MAN! 
EXCEPT ONE! 


OBALA AND HIS MEN, JUBILANT WITH 
THEIR SUCCESS WERE WAITING FOR 

ECEHAMA TO COME. WHEN THEY SAM 
А CLOUD IN THE DISTANCE — 


HERE COMES 
ECHCHAMA 
| NAYAK T 


IND в MEN FOUGHT BRAVELY | 
Y WERE OUTNUMDERED AND 
| 


[WHEN ECHCHAMA ARRIVED AT THE FORT ALL 


THE GATES WERE CLOSED... 


ATTEMPT 
HAD SMAKEN JAGGARAYA'S MEN 
INCLUDING HIS OWN BROTHER. 


ЕСНСНАМА WILL NEVER 
GIVE UP HIS EFFORTS 
TO RESCUE SRIRANGA, 


Pony ав tone 


49 SRIRANGA 
IS ALIVE. 


YES. WELL 
PUT HIM OUT 
OF THE WAY! 


FOR EVER! 
AND you WILL 
PO IT. 


THAT NIGHT UAGGARA 
VISITED THE PRISON. 


YAS BROTHER 


YOUR ATTEMPT 
то ESCAPE (5. 
A CRIME. 


FIRST You LET 


THEN YOU TRIED 
To ESCAPE WITH 
ዚህ WHOLE 


| HAVE NO 
DEFENCE 


YOUR WHOLE 
FAMILY STANDS 
CONDEMNED 


LET MINE BE 
THE HAND 
THAT PUTS 
MY FAMILY 
TO SLEEP. 


WITH HIS OWN HANDS SRIRANGA TOOK THE 
LIVES OF HIS WIFE AND ИВ TWO SONS ANP 
[THEN TURNED THE SWORD ON HIMSELF. 


THE NEWS SHOCKED EVERYBODY. 
INCLUDING SEVERAL CHIEFTAINS 
WHO WERE SUPPORTING UAGGARAVA. 


Ом Be 


ዝሬ” | 
Й оле: 
BS N PV 


ነም ወራው 


JAGGARAYA | 
= 


you SHALL 
NOT ESCAPE 
МУ WRATH, 


LET ALL THE 
CHIEFTAINS KNOW 
THAT I HAVE. 
SRIRANGARAVAS. 
SON WITH МЕ! 


LET ALL THOSE 
WHO ARE LOYAL 
TO THE RIGHTFUL 


SEVERAL CHIEFTAINS CAME OVER TO 
|ECHCHAMAS_ SIDE. 


WE SHALL 
FIGHT FOR 


Mu 


+UAGGARAYA_AND HIS NEPHI 


ጋሪን] ENTERED THE CAPITAL AND 
INSTALLED SRIRANGA'S TWELVE ~ 
YEAR-OLD SON ON THE THRONE. 


+ LOYALTY, GREATER. Ke 
BA THAN не, HAS. NEVER 
BEEN WITNEESED IN 
mis LAND. 
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